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Roselli draws simplicity from complexity
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Mimmo Roselli has left his mark all over the world. His latest work "Drawing Space" is on
display at Kentler International Drawing Space through June 25 (Photo courtesy of
Florence Neal).




RED HOOK--"The line is the trace humans make passing in this world." That's how artist
Mimmo Roselli describes his life's work. He has traced that line across the globe and now
it has reached Van Brunt St. at Kentler International Drawing Space.

As three simple lines etched into Kentler's wall, the impact of "Drawing Space" is not from
the subtle, monochrome visual itself, but from the broader contexts of environment and the
artist's career. Roselli explained his fascination with "borderline communities” to an
intimate gathering last Saturday afternoon.

"There's special strength in populations that live on borders," he observed. Sometimes that
has meant geographic borders such as a Bolivian village where he worked with
schoolchildren just west of Brazil. Other times it has been abstract borders such as a
retirement community in his native Italy. In either case, Roselli has chosen to work in
communities "where people pass from one place to another." Red Hook now joins that list
which includes Chechnya, Venice, Heidelburg and Rio de Janeiro, to name just a few.

His experience in the Bolivian village was especially influential. "I saw how we spend our
life consuming. They want to respect nature, never taking from nature over their necessity.
They don't know accumulation."

Roselli's appreciation for the simplicity he has observed in his travels is reflected in his
minimalist approach to art—-triangles symbolize solidarity, white conveys serenity.

Working with the environment, Roselli has created installations where the line, or the
"sign" as he refers to it, was represented by cables that made physical connections
between earth, trees and buildings. He has also etched his sign into stones displayed in an
Italian cathedral.

"Drawing Space" may be imperceptible to anyone in a hurry as it encircles the white walls
of Kentler's gallery. True to the conceptual form of art, the installation will potentially mean
profoundly different things to every viewer—just as the changes that affect our own
"borderline community" will affect everyone differently.

Slow down or you might miss it.



